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regarding CFS and FM Research

In 2006 the CDC published a series of scientific papers using high tech genomics technology and data mining techniques that objectively proved the existence of CFS and established a foundation for future research.  An official announcement was made by Julie Gerberding, the head of the CDC.

The CDC and CFIDS Assoc of America are partnering in a 4 million dollar Public Education campaign during 2006-2007 to inform the public and American physicians about these diagnoses----that they are real, often debilitating, and largely unrecognized and diagnosed.

The CDC also now has a good website and accredited education programs designed to be a resource for doctors and other medical providers around the country regarding CFS.

Our former governor, Michael Leavitt, the Secretary (head) of HHS, has a special CFS Advisory Committee to advise him regarding CFS.  Senator Orin Hatch and Congressman Jim Matheson have responded to requests from Utah citizens, personally taken an interest in CFS, and helped with efforts to renew the charter of the CFS Advisory Committee.

At least four pharmaceutical companies (Pfizer, Forrest, Lily, Orphan Medical) are each spending millions of dollars to test the effectiveness and seek FDA approval for drugs that treat the symptoms of Fibromyalgia Syndrome.  These efforts will dramatically advance our knowledge of FMS disease mechanisms.   Clinical trials for all of these drugs are currently being conducted in Utah.  Hundred of Utah FM patients have already volunteered and participated so far...

The Nevada Legislature appropriated millions of dollars to develop a Center of Excellence for CFS research and treatment at the University of Nevada in Reno.  Private donors, the Whitmore Institute, are also donating millions to build the Center.

In addition to the providers you are familiar with who have been involved with OFFER, there is now a growing team of scientists at the University of Utah who are intensely interested in both CFS and FMS.  These researchers are currently carrying out studies in CFS and FMS patients using grant money awarded by the NIH.   

OFFER (The Organization for Fatigue and Fibromyalgia Education and Research) has sponsored 3 major accredited educational conferences in the last 4 years that have received national attention.  Attendance at these combined Utah conferences totals more than 1200 members of the public and almost 400 medical providers.  Our next conference planned for  May 4-5, 2007 will include experts from around the country, including genetic researcher, Suzanne Vernon, from the CDC.

The debate about CFS and FMS as real disorders is over.    Any one, be it medical providers, politicians or the public, who feels differently, is simply out-of-date and uninformed about current medical advances.    

