
We Will Not Be Excluded

Good afternoon.  Thank you for joining together to provide your support.  My name is Loren Lambert, I am a local attorney who advocates on behalf of individuals with chronic fatigue and fibromyalgia.  I like you have struggled and have had to deal with not only the physical challenges of fibromyalgia but with its social consequences.  But I am grateful for it because it has opened my eyes as it has yours.

We are the enlightened ones.  Our experience has taught us many things that most people in our society do not know.  Our society has doubted what we wish we could have doubted but which was impossible for us to ignore as true.  We have been subjected to ignorance, neglect and disdain.  We have been excluded.  But we are here to put an end to that.

We live in an interesting society.  On the one hand, in our criminal justice system, based upon the higher moral ground of justice and freedom, we require proof beyond a reasonable doubt to ensure that no person must endure the shame of a false conviction or the devastation of a wrongful imprisonment.  In so doing, we are willing to let a few of the guilty go free to protect the many who are innocent.

On the other hand, in our economic, social support and health care systems, based upon the lower principles of greed, pettiness and self interest, we require absolute proof of disability and of need so that there is no possibly that a single undeserving person ever receives a cent of our hard earned cash.  In so doing we are willing to condemn to poverty, despair and neglect thousands upon thousands of deserving members of our society, who need our support as much as any criminal defendant, so that our elite can, dressed in their Armani suits, driving their BMWs,  return home to their mansions in gated communities to sleep well knowing that they have made their world secure from the few undeserving who would take a small bite from their plundered millions.

We live in a society that has made great strides and spent millions upon millions of dollars in creating infrastructures, public works, buildings and work settings where the impaired can more freely maneuver.  This is a good thing, it’s a major improvement.  It is how it should be.  Yet, isn’t it a great irony that we can stand here in this beautiful setting and take advantage of the wheelchair friendly sidewalks and the handicapped accessible library but, because we have been excluded from health care coverage, economic support and disability benefits, we cannot afford the wheelchair, cannot keep a roof over our head or even enough food in our refrigerators?

Now, it’s not all gloom and doom, we have made great strides in obtaining Social Security disability benefits to ensure that we are not excluded from this system.  This has been achieved partly through our hard work.  It has also been achieved because the Social Security system was set up, not for gaining profit, but as an impartial system to lift up the weary and succor the downtrodden.  On the other hand, there are still many of the wealthy in our society who want to exclude you from society’s safety nets, they are doing so and have done so by taking away your rights to a trial by an impartial judge, they’re doing so and have done so by passing laws and writing insurance policies that exclude from medical and disability coverage our illnesses.  

Well, it is time to stand up and say, we will not be excluded, we will be recognized, we demand laws in Utah that will requires the insurance industry and our social support systems to provide medical care and disability benefits to us who, do to no fault of our own, find ourselves struggling with fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue.  We will not be excluded.  Thank you.
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